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ART. VIL. The Aunual Necrology, for 1727-8 5 including alfo
various Articles of neglecled Biography, 8vo. Pp. 653.
Phillips. London. 1800, ~

THE proprietor of this work is certainly entitled to the
merit of indufiry, and, as a moft laborious and indefatiga-
ble champion of the caufe which he has undertaken to fupport,
has the ftrongeit poffible claims to the gratitude of his party,
and to every {pecics of encouragement and reward which it
may be in their power to beftow. Whether he be confidered
as laudably vigilant in circulating the patriotic writings of the
theaphilunthropift Paine, at a moft critical period ; as %ounding
forth the prailcs of the virtuous ¢ founders of the French Re- .
public ;" as culling the flowers of Jacobinifin, (the ¢ fpirit of
public journals”) from the choice parterres of the Chronicle,
the Courier, and the Polt; as holding up the virtues of
¢ public chara@ers” to public admiration ; or as diffufing
the benevolent principles of Erench and Britith philofophers
in his ¢¢ Monthly Magazine,” his labours muft be deemed
equally beneficial and praife worthy, both in a public and
ivate point of view,

The bulky volume before us contains what might be pro-
perly deneminated biographical memoirs of four and thirty dif-
ferent perfons, who dicd between the years 1756 and 1798,
of which fixteen were foreigners and eighteen natives of
Great Britain : the accounts ofgthe former are chiefly abridged
tranflations of foreign publications ; and thofe of the latter
principally compiled from well-known works, and interfperfed
with little original matter, The editor fpeaks modeitly of his

: own
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own qualifications for the conduét of fuch a work ; he tells
us that ¢ of all the requifites demanded” he ¢ can boaft only
of induftry and good tortune. The firft has enabled him to
colle@ many curious particulars which might otherwife have
remaincd for ever in oblivion,” (we fincerely wifh that he had
condefcended to point them ont;) ¢ and, in confequence of
the fecond, he has had an opportunity, partly from his own
kuowledge of individuals, and partly in coufequence of the
liberal affiftance of others:” (he here fpecifies the fwelve lives

- which, he fays, were contributed by various correfpondents)
¢ todetail a variety of interefling facts.”—But his modefty is
confined to the-prefare, for, in various parts of the book, he
allumes a tone of decifion on iinportant puints, and his confi-
dence is generally proportioned to the weaknefs of his pofi-
tions, as we fhall trequently have occafion to fhew.

The chara&er of Condorget is traced by the partial pen of
his friend, the aftronomer, Lalande, who has done little
more than give a fkctch of his literary life, containing nothing
that was not known befere, and neither calculated to excite in=
tereft nor to gratity curiofity. A more copious account of his
life, it feems, may be expetted from his friend Garat, the
Jacobin Minifter of injuftice; fuch a philofopher deferves
fuch a biographer !'—The Editor of the work betore us might
very eafily have colle&ed a number of well known incidents
and anccdotes to enliven the dull mounotany of Lalande’s nar-
ration, We are particularly furprized, that he fhould have
negleted to notice the conneétion that fubfilted between Con-
dorcet and Paine, when they concerted togcther a public de-
claration of war ¢ againft the whole Hcll of Monarchy.”
Lt is a feather in the cap of the Republican Marguis, of which
it is the height ot cruelty to deprive him. We are told that
D’Alembert was accultomed to fay, <¢ that he refembled a
volcano covered with fnow, Jbecaufe he was good, fimple,,
tranguil, and complaifant” {!!—Surely this imputed gosdnefs,

Jonplicity, tranquillity, and complaifance of a volcano, merited,
at leaft, an explanatory note from the Editor, if only from
compafiion to his unenlightened readers.

The fketch of the lite of the juftly celebrated Lavoifiér is
alfo tranflated from the French of Lalande. Itis well known
that he fell avictim to the tyranny of Robefpierre, and his
lofs was decply lamented by every friend to fcience. To the
fume pen has the Editor been indebted for the panegyric on
Bailly, the unfortunate mayor of Paris, whofe republican ad-
drefsto his infulted Sovercign, on his entrance into Patis, in
the firlt year of the revolution, ought not to have been omit-
ted. ‘This mifguided man, whofe talents and virtues deferved

' a better
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abetter fate, fell a vitim to the Republican tyranny which
he had contributed to raife on the tuins of the throne. He
periflied miferably on the fcaffold ; and his death was attended
with circumftances of atrocious cruelty peculiar, thank Hea-
wen! in modern times, to Republican France.

The life of Burger the author of the terrifictale of Leonora,
affords materials which, in (kilful hands, might be rendered
the bafes of many an inftruétive leffon. But the Editor ap-

ears to poflels neither the ability nor inclination to extradt

weets from poifon, to turn the vicious propenfities and per-
verfe condu&t of the human mind to the advantage of morality
and virtte.  The fhort account that is given of Burger
proves him to have been a man of {trong talents but bad prin-
ciples. Almoft immediately after the death of a wife, to
whom weare given to underftand he was tenderly attached,
whofe condu& during the ten years which they paffed toge-
ther, appears to have been exemplary, he married her younger
{iter, who died in child-bed foon after ! The incident which
led to his third marriage is too curious toé be omitted. It
occurred foon after his appointment to the office of Profeffor of
Philofophy, at the Univerfity of Gortingen, in November 1578g.

¢ Ahout this time an anonymous Pocm arcived from Stutgard,
in which the author, who was a fernale, profeffed to have attached
herfelf to Burger, from the perufal of his Aeart-felt poems ; anl,
with a fiberal zcal, by way of recomgence, offered him her hond in
marriage.  The verfes were well turned, and highly complimentary ;
and there was an intercting fingularity in their herolc cat of fenti-
ment. Burger drev up u very gullaot reply, and priuted boch the
pocms in the Almanack of the Mufes, Intimations now came in
whifpers, that the lines were intended for the individu:l, not for
the public. Burger fet off for Seturg rl.  The Syren pleafed nat
only when fhe fang; and Burger marricd her smmediately. It
is melancholy to relate, that this truly poctical’” {why not phil-
Jephical #) ¢ union afforded no fourc: of happinefs to the hufbdnd ;
and thar, in 1592, in little more than three years eohabitation, a
feparation was accomplithed by application to a court of jaftice.”

This confequence, and this termination of an ‘union, /o
contragted, however ¢ melancholy 10 relate,” were certainly
very natural ; and, we believe, none but the Editor of this
volitrge, and others ejuldem farince, would confider either
party asa fit gbje@ of compaflion. It was from this female
philofophit of Germany, we [(uppofe, that the late Mrs.

Woglftonecrofy, and her pupit Mils Mary Hayes, derived

theiv principles o courtbip.  Relpedting this laft mentioned
lady, we canuot but think the forbearanee of the plxilofophc_r
Godwin and his werthy difciples, to alt up to the principles

! which
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which they profeffed when fo glorious an opportunity oc-
curred for reducing them to practice (they will underftand us)
was an inftance of unphilofophical pufillanimity, calculated to'
contraét the f{phere of their influence, and ultimately to
difgrace and injure the good caufe.—Burger died in June 1794y
in his a7th vear. » ’






