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position of poetry. From that time he be­
pn to incur dialike through tbe satirica1 spirit 
of bis epigrams. One of these compositions 
brought \lpon him so severe a punishment, tliat 
bis grandfatber withdrew him from tbe sehool, 
and in 1762 sent him to the Pled~ogium of 
Halle. Burger's satirieal vein was, bowever, 
wlwlly devoid of ill-nature. In obedienC8 to 
the wishes ofhis grandfatber, in 1765, he studied 
~eology, for wbieb, bowever, be bimself bad 
!JO taste. His love for pleasure drew UPOD bim 
hia grandfatber's resentment, wbo reealled bim 
ffOm Halle. A reeoneiliation baving after.­
warcJs taken plaee, Burger obtained permission 
in 1768 to go to Gottingen, and to substitute 
the s~udy of jurisprudellCe for that of theology. 
But for want of due attention and perseve­
rance, he learnt very little with tbe help of 
masters and books. Tbus ~e was bimself asto­
~shed at the knowledge he aequired without 
knClwing how. His eonnexion with a woman 
of light eharaeter, bis dissipation, and the 
debts he contracted, set bis grandfather a 
seeond time at varianee with him. His taste 
far poetry, however, and tha soeiety oe YOUDg 
persons possessed of talent and inspired with 
enthusiulIl for the literary glory of Germany , 
&piß roused his aetinty. Exeited by the 
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192 BIOGltAPHICAL NOTICEI. 

example of his friends. Boie, Bister, Spren­
gel, Hölty, Miller, Voss, the two Counts 
Stollberg, Karl, Friedriek Cramer, and Leise­
witz, he applied himself to the study of the 
dassies. Thenceforward he was very suceess­
ful in that style of burlesque poetry, those 
sames of wit and gaiety which ensured popu­
larity to a vast number of his compositions. 
The celebrated song Bachtul is a jolly feJ-
1oID, See. was written about this time. The 
works of the great English, French, Italian, 
and Spanish poets, were the favourite study 
of Burger and his frieads. To Boie, Burger 
was most indebted for his improvement. It 
was be who tal1ght him to study attentively 
-correctness and eleganee of style. Percy's 
Reliques of ancient English Poetry was his 
favourite book. Burger had hitherto been 
obliged to struggle against want; but his 
friend Boje procured him, in 1772, a situation 
in the prineipality of Calenberg. His return 
to a more regular course of life induced his 
grandfather to pay his debts, and to supply 
him with a bandsome sum by bills, a great part 
of which he lost tbrougb a false friend, to whom 
the money provided had been entrusted. This 
misfortune involved him in embarrassment for 
the remainder of his life. About this time he 
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wrote his fambus romance of Lenora, which 
was attended with prodigious success. He 
married. in 1714, but his unfortunate passion 
for a younger sister of his wife, rendered hirn 
long unhappy. He hired a farm at Appenrode 
in the hope of improving his fortune; but in 
this hope he was deceived. He retumed to 
Gottingen to continue the publication of the 
AltnllfUlch of 'he Muses, which he had under­
taken in 1778. At Gottingen he gave a 
course of lectures on lesthetics and on literary 
style. Having lost his wife in 1184, he married 
in the following year his beloved Molly, whom 
he has so often celebrated. He, however, 
lost ber a short time after the birth of a 
daughter, and, in consequence of this misfor­
tune, grief for some time exhausted the 
health and faculties of Burger. He endea­
voured to rouse himself by occupation. He 
stlldied Kanfs Philosophy, upon wh ich he 
delivered lectures which were much esteemed. 
He was now appointed extraordinary pro­
fessor at Gottingen, though withQut the re­
ceipt of any emolument. Burger had formed 
the determination of marrying again,· in order 
to provide a mother for his three children, 
when a young lady of Stuttgard, wbo had been 
captivated by his poetry, made him. an ofFer of 
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194 BIOGRA PHleA L NOTICES. 

her heart and hand, in a poem whieb ahe ad­
dressed to him. At fint Burger eould not per­
suade bimself tbat this proposal was MOUS. 

However he made some enqniries respecting 
bis fair admirer, who was represented. to him 
under the most favourable point of view; and 
the poetie reply he made to her eatabliahecl a 
literary eorrespondence between them, .. bieIl 
terminated in tbeir union. Bot tbis maniage 
800n proved a souree oe bitter vexation to 
Burger, and it is supposed to bave coDtn­
buted not a little to accelerate hia dea.th. 
He survived only two years after his , separa­
tion from. this tbird wife. His death took place 
on the 8th of J une, 1794. 

Neither Burger's cbaracter nor conduct are 
faultless; but his heart was ever kind and 
benevolent, even in the midst of misfortune. 
A generoul or noble action always exeited 
bis enthuaiaam; ,and thougb he had beeil fre­
quently deeeived by th08e in wboan be re­
posed confidence, yet so' rar from thinkiDg 
mankind paerally bad. he formed the moat 
f.vQurabl. opiniOll of human nature. With a 
foll conaciousoesl of his own merit u a poet, 
be was perfectly modeat. He was free from al1 
ambition and preteosioa, ud spoke but little 
in COIIlPaJJY; and tbough he did not posaeas 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICU. 195 

tbe mannen of an accompliShed man of tU 
world, yet he knew how to render himself 
agreeable to the fair sex, whose favour 'he was 
always anxious to gain. He was sincerely 
attaehed to his family and friend., and as be 
was incapable of any feeling of envy, the aue-

_ cess of his literery competitors afForded him, 
as much pleasure as though approbation had 
been bestowed on bimself. 

Burger's writings are of variouB kinds. He 
composed songs, (manr of wmch may be 
ranked in the class of odes,) pathetic and 
comie romances, ballads, tales full oE humOllr 
and originality, sonnet8, erotie poems, epi· 
grams, &c. He restored to favour the sonnet 
style of composition, whieh had IODg been 
neglected and despised in Ge~aDY. 

A complete eollection of Burger's poems 
was published by Dr. Cbarle& Reinbard, at 
GottiDg~ in the Y"'& 1776, cd 1197, in 
two .,.oluJDea octavo, embe1lished with a por­
trait of the author, and savenl other e ... 
gravinga. 

Tbe mOBt eelebraied of Burger's poems 
are the following :-a free imitation llf the, 
PtrtJigilülm YaeriI, und. tJw titJe of tÄe Fes­
titJal 01 Yna; AddMe, from Parnell; uOt­
n",.dD tmd BlanMnei the popular ro-.ace, 01 
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196 IUOGRAPHICAL NOTICES 

Leonora, of which there are six ditl'erent Eng­
lish translations; a poem To Agatha, a lady 
who was admired and celebrated by Gem. 
mingen, Zacharia, and Burger ; a burlesque 
poem founded on the story of Ellropa; Kniglt, 
Charles of Eiche"horst, atlll the fair Gertrutk 
of Hochburg; the Daughter of the RectfJr of 
TaubenJzain, &c. &c. 

In the years 1797. and 1798, Dr. Reinhard 
also published Burger's miscellaneous worb. 
Tms collection contains, among other things, 
several cantos of the lliOO, translated into 
iambic verse; versified translations of seven! 
of Ossiants poems; some fragments of the 
.Ene;d, and a translation of Macheth. , This 
last production appeared in 1784. There ia 
also a poetic translation of tbis tragedy by 
Scbiller. 

Burger bas likewise left behind bim some 
proBe translation., and critical writings, ,which 
are higbly esteemed. He wrote for seyeral 
public journals, and from the year 1779, until 
tbe period of bis deatb, which ~happened in 
1794, he edited tbe Almanach of the Musu at 
Gottingen. 

If Burger did not fulfil the ideal character 
of a poet, according to tbe fastidious notions 
of perfection conceived by Schiller, yet be 
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