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GOTTFRIED AUGUST BURGER.

BURGER, born January Ist, 1748, at Wolmerswende,
near Halberstadt, ‘studied theology at the University of
Halle. Here his imprudence and irregularity of conduct
caused his grandfather, on whom he depended, to with-
draw from him his assistance and protection. His inti-
macy with Holtz, Voss, and Count Stolberg now led him
to follow their example in studying the ancient classics,
and the best works in French, Italian, Spanish, and
English. Percy’s Relics was his constant companion.
In 1772 he at length obtained a permanent though small
office, and by a reconciliation with his grandfather, a
sum, for the payment of his debts, which he unfortunately
lost, and in consequence of it during the rest of his life
was involved in pecuniary difficulties. His marriage in
1774 became a source of still greater misfortunes. At
the same time he was obliged by intrigues to resign his
office. He was then made professor extraordinary in
Géttingen, but receiving no salary he was obliged to gain
a living for himself and his children by poorly-rewarded
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translations for booksellers. A third marriage in 1790
completed his misfortunes; he was divorced from his
wife two years afterwards. He died in 1794, a victim to
grief and misery. In spite of this labyrinth of misfor-
tunes he has composed Odes, Elegies, Ballads, and Epi-
grams. ¢ Biirger,” observes A. W. Schlegel, ‘“is a poet
of an imagination more original than comprehensive; of
feelings more honest and candid, than tender and delicate.
He is more successful in the execution, than in the in-
vention of his plan; more at home in romance, than in
the lofty regions of the Lyric Muse.”





