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30 HUBGER. 
taining fl'Olll the phUolOphical faculty the degree of doc· 
tor. Two ycars afterwards,· he was appointed an ex­
traordillal'Y professor of philosophy, though witbout any 
salal'f i and, in the sm:ne year, he published the second 
edition of his poems, which comprehended, in addition 
to the contents of the previous edition, bis !lohe. Leid, 
which he appears to have considered aa his best and most 

• fini8hed production,.-two poems in commemoration of 
the fiftieth anniversary ofthe foundation ofthe university 
of Gottingen, and several other pieces. 

In 1190, Burger most unadvisedly entered into a third 
mamage with a Swabian girl, after a poetical courtship, 
in which the first advances were made by the lady. The 
marriage proved a most unhappy one, and was attended 
with eonsequences which it is believed contributed to 
shorten the existence of the poet. 

In 1192, he was judicially divorced from bis wife, af­
ter having sutrered a great dcal of miaery during the lat· 
tel' period of the subaistence of the union. A short whUe 
befol'e ,the separation, Burger had caught a cold, which 
produced a hoarsene8s, tbat adhered to him during the 
remainder or his life, and deprived him of the faculty of 
speaking in public. His situation now beeame truly de­
plorablc. \Vithout any eertain means of subsistence, he 
was compellcd to earn a seanty and preearious Iivelihood, 
by translating out of foreign languagelt for the bookseUers. 
Meanwhile, his strength rapidly declined; In the montb 
or October 1193, he was forced, by a feverish complaint, 
to confine bimself to bed. Symptoms of consumption 
ensued; and, after a painful and lingering illnesa, which 
be bore with becoming fortitude, he expired on the 8th 
of June 1194, inthe 41th year of bis age. A small mo­
nument was erected to bis memory in Ulric's garden at 
Gottingen, a spot which the poet was in the habitof fre­
quenting at early hours, and which is now used as a pub. 
Jic promenade and place of amusement. 

The moral character of Burger was rar from being a 
model of pUl'ity; yet, if his failings must be allowed to 
have been numerous, his acknowledged virtues may per­
haps be allowed to soften tbe tone of rigoroua censure. 
His friends haye oorne ample testimony to the benevo­
lenee, disinterestednesa, and liberality of sentiment, which 
uniformly distinguished him; and have recorded in· 
stances of generosity and truly Christian charity, which 
do hirn infinite honour. An uneommon vivacity of feel­
ing, and a want of s\eady prillciple in the general con­
duct of life, appeal' to have eonstituted the defective part 
of his charactel' ; and while the former frequently hur­
ried hirn into errors, which reason must have acknow­
ledged and reprobated; the latter. removed every obsta­
cle to the imp·ctuosity of passion. An indolent and ir­
resolute mind, \mable to resist the seductive allurements 
that are presented to the senses, produced a life which was 
too much marked by irregularity and dissipation; and ac­
tions whielt WiY.,llot stand a trial, according to the strict 
tests of relig"nd of virtue. , 

Upon the poetical charactel' and merits of Burger, we 
can dweil witlt more ullmingled pleasure. Althou~h all 
of his numerous productions will by no means satisty the 
rigorous demands or taste and criticism; yet there will 
be found, in general, throughout his worka, a spirit of 
originality, a copiousness or poetical imagery, an energy 
and fireoflanguage, and a harmony of versification, which 
indicate the offspring of no ordinary genius. Of these 
excellencies, his Pervigilium J'entfÜ, his Ode 10 Holle, 
his Hohes L~d, the two poems on the fiftieth anniversarr 
of the .foundation of the University of Gottingen, and 

others, atrOJ-d abundant examples. His defects, which, 
howevc;r, are more than compensated by bis acknowledg. 
ed beauties, may be partly ascribed to tbe peculiarities of 
bis genius, and parUy ftow, aa a necessary consequence, 
from the system he professed and pursued, in regard to 
poetical composition. He pouessed more vigour and 
originality, than chasteness and disciplined tbought; 
more boldness and luxuriancy of imagination, than co .... 

. rectness of judgmeotor re&nementoftaste. Like sorne 
writers of poetry in our own country, he avowedly look­
ed upon popularity aB, at once, the greatest proof of lite­
rary merit, and the highest reward oe poetical exertioo; 
and not tbat speeies of popularity wbich is confe1'l'ed uJMlll 
an author by the sutrrages of the truly leamed and dis­
cerning, but that which is acquired by condescending &ot 
adopt the feelings and prejudices, and even the very 
language,of the iIlitel"ate and the vulgar. To this er­
roneous system he too frequently sacri&cea the rules of 
art, and the feelings of propriety, aad givea to bis efFu­
sions an occaaional coarseness, wbich is apt to oB'end • 
critical and re&ned reader. Some 'of bis sonnets and 
smaller piecea, too, however beautiful in dictiou and Te .... 

1rification, betray too much of the individual cllaracter, 
sensations, and sutrerinp of the author: They not only 
exhibit pictures of indIvidual and peculiar disposition-. 
and emotions of the mind, but are, in tact, the ofFspring 
of these peculiar and temporary feelings; feelings too 
minute and particular to be 'CuUy comprehended and eo­
joyed by the reader, and often wo violent to permit a f~e 
exercise of the poet's powers. 

In one species of poetical composition, however, Bur· 
ger has few rivals. His ballads, whetller original or imi­
tsted, exhibit a richness in all the ditrerent essential 
qualities of that kind of writing, which has aeldom been 
equalied, and perhaps never surpassed. 10 simplicity, 
encrgy, pathos, and humour, according to tbe nature of 
bis subjcct, hc always displays powers as excellcnt as 
they are various. His attention bad been drawn, at an 
early stage of his literary career, to Percy's " Relicks," 
a collection which he perused with delight, and of which 
he translated some of the contents. Several of bis bai­
lada, however, are unquestionably original. An attempt, 
indeed, was made in the Monthly Magazine, (September 
1196,) to show that Burger bad taken the story of bis 
Leonora, from an old English ballad, The 8uJ1olk Mi­
rade. But, in the first place, it is extremely improbable 
that Burger ever saw this suppoaecl original; and, in the 
second place, it is certain that he used to give bis friends 
a very ditrerent account of the matter, and we do not Ußoo 

dCl'stand that his veracity was ever called in queatioo. 
The first idea of writing such a ballad, he said, was sug· 
gested to him by hearing a peasant girl sing, py moon­
light, some verses, of which he recollected oDly three 
lines, which we translate thus: 

d Tbe moon it Ihine. 10 bright,' 
The dead nde fast by night : 
Sweet love, art not afraicl 1'" 

From which it appears very probable, that an old baJ­
lad, somewhat similar in its subject, bad. existed at ODe 
time in Germany • After all, in a poem such as LeOfiorw, 
it is oot so much the invention, as the manner of execu­
tion, wbich evinces the genius of the author; and, in thia 
latter respect, the merit of Burger is indisputable. 

The amateurs of German literature are probably fa· 
miliar with bis other ballada, " Der WIlde JGgtr," (which 
has beeo trana1ated, 01' rather imitated, by Mr So.u;,) 
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