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“ON THE SOURCE OF BURGER'S « LEONORA."™

2

T has been confidently asserted by severat English ik
‘¢ics, : and- gainéd considerable credit, that Biirger hat
stdlen the materials for his “ Leonora” from an okd English
battad, entitled, '« The Suffolk Miracle, or a Relation.of
a‘young - Mun, who, a Month after his Death, appeared e,
his Sweetheart.” Many of Biirger's friends, however
(people from whom he was never in the habit of cancealr
ing his literary resources), agiee in declaring,that they rever
heard him make the least mention of such an English sosg,.
These critics, perhaps, bave never seen but heard only
of the old hallad in question, or else the pretended resem-
blance is too remote to justify their charge of the plagia-
vism. The editor of the Monthly Magazine, faoreover,
mentions an extract from Mathew of Westmipster, relabng
to a tale, also occurring in Olaus Magnus, and the Nuren-
burg chronicle, the catastrophe of which bears an obviows'
resemblance to the story of Leonora. .In. Lower Germany,
indeed, a legend of this kind wes formerly well kpown to
the common people.”*'An old friend of Biirger’s, . now Jiv-
ing at Berlin, can attest this. The poet_bad sent him
Leonora in manuscript ;- be read it to an eiderly. lvdy
of. s acquaintance in the Duchy of Mecklenburgh . asd-
she remembered to have heard, when @ girl, thé principhl
tenour of it, and particularly-these two linesmwme . ¢
Der Mand scheint hell g - : ( ,: .
) Die Todten geiten achnel. P "" ““',:
. IR T S BT :
Biirger himself always allowed that the - fragments:ofs
Low-German ballad had given him the first ides of His
Leonora ; but it is probable he.kaew even lessof thie b
lad than what has been since recovered, and is now ilrm
to the curious enquirer into the antiquities of Gertaape
It is so anticnt, that its poetical structure seemas to ‘bv’ . :
: %
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fr, in its present Fraditional state, it is mere prope, exoepp
some very few passages in rhyme that occadionally occur. .
Another gentleman reldtes, that his mother-in-law, -a vary
old- lady, living in the bishopric ‘of Munster, has oftea
recited: this fitde tale, which, she says, she frequently. heard.
in her youth. * The turn of the narration is as follows ;e
The fover -enlists for a soldier, is killed in battle, and ap-.
pears-on horseback, at night, before the door of his sweet-
heart. He raps_softly ; she asks, Who is there? Dien
letf iy dar, is the reply. She goes out, gets up behind
him; and' they set off in full gallop. The .ghost new:

Y. DeMoend dewchintsohelle. ! o
PR  De Doden riet so snetle. . ) ot
: ¥ins leevken, gravelt di of ? o

And the -damsel answers :-1¥Rat scholl mi gruveln ! dw:
bust jabimi! At last he arrives at a churchyard. | Thsi
tombs burst open, the horse and rider sink into the grouad,:
amd disappear, and the terrified girl is left in darkness,
Sapperment ! er schooll ehn wull gruweln ! the old lady::
says, ‘were generally the concluding words of he piece; .
and which the relaters humorously superadded, :
*Allowing, thercfore, that the groundwork of the poem -
was not the sole invention of Biirger, the story has gained::
infipitely in his hands. The frantic anxiety of Lepugra, :
when she does not find her lover among the troops return-
ing from the war, the consolations her mother gives her,
ber rejecting the sacrament, and dishelieving in ite eficacy,
which occasions the appearance of the ghost, are not %o
be fund mt-git in the oral legend. NN
. .As we presume every thing relative to the above-men- °
ioned poet must be interesting in'a country where he now
. 1o .&e more koown than formerly, we beg to subjoin
@ dension; of one of his songs (which was written an a
ocedsian}, with:which-we are furnished by the aut‘h'oxi
g . . ©
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. of 48 The Gegnan Erato,” it a new mus colleoﬁodzn&

in the press at Berlin, SR -
. MOLLY'S WORTH., =~ = v
. (Ach, kbnat? iteh Molly keufen.} oo
RN ol eum
T Could Molly’s charma be Bartée’d - . .- . . i
For gold and jewels rare, g a',’ B

' [y PLIE,

‘And 1 had countless tr
. 1’d give them all for her.
Lt him whom wealth cogmolers ~. <. . - 1.
Still wedr its sordid chain:_ o' - IR
. © Buty ah ! without dear Molly, Tt
To me all wealth wese vain!
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1f Europe’s ample reglsm Y
My potent sway shouldows, ;. - - . -
And could 1 Molly. purchase,. . ’

1’3 gladly yield my crown. )

Far city, throne, and palage, [ AN

And wide-extended mead, . . R

* .yog tdke my Hlooming Molly, , o

Were all 1 gwa’d a shedd : ’ e

Tho' Fate alone determines ' ;

: ““How long we loiter here, R

; Wet, could 1 wing the modlents, .
Atid fpeed their swift careét, . T

N . ak

Whole years, I swear, should vanish

For bours, were she my 0¥ ..o -
¥or hours, and dearest Molly, . e
- "Bit ming wifl mine along. iyt
< INGULAR INSTANCE OF OPULENT 1¥F |
| LICHTY. . P

OF all the eactern chliphs that governitd h Spd
were thore distinguished for valour, olicy;
nifcetice, thin Abdouliahman i, 'm”a ) e t
tinually involved in war, the sumptuous splendor” of hlr’t
cov.




