















































Biirger.

Bicger.

Lenore.

Cenore fubr ums Morgenrot
Cmper aus [dyweren Traumen s
, Bt untren, Wilbelm, oder tot?
Wic lange willit du fdnmen 24
Cr war mit Konig Fricvridys Mad)t
Gezegen in vie Prager Schladyt,
Une batte nidyt gefchrieben s
Db er gefund geblicken,

Tor Konig und dic Kaiferin,
Doz [angen Haderd miide,
Criveichten ibren barten Siun
e maditen envlidy Fricves
1nd jedes Heer, mit Sing und Sang,
Mit Pautenfhlag wnd Kling nnd Klang,
Giefeymitett mit gritwen Reifern,
Beg beim ju feinen Hianfern,

und dtberafl afl iiberafl,
Auf Wegen und anf Stegen,
Jeg alt und jung vem Jubetjdhall
Ter Konunenden entgegen.
Gettfed! ricf Kind und Gattin laut
Willfemmen! mande frobe Vraut.
Adh! aber fiiv Yenoren
War Grup und Kug veeloren.
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Lotes. 273

Gottfried Hugust JBurger.
1747-1794.

After a wild youth, he became 2Amtmann (i.e., dis-
trict magistrate) in Altengleichen near Gdéttingen.
Later he gave up this position and went to Gottingen,
where he led a literary life of considerable hardship.
His criminal love for his wife’'s sister, Molly Leon-
hart, cast a profound gloom over his life. Few poets
of his time were more thorough representatives of
the people than he.

_ Uenore. Written in 1773, published in 1774.
18. No one single poem has had greater influence
on the course of German literature. Before it was
written, all literary ballads in German were of a low
burlesque order. The appearance of Percy’s Religues
of Ancient Englisk Poetry (1765) and of Herder's trea-
tises on popular poetry drew the attention of the
German public to the ballads of the people. Biirger
himself claims to have got the subject of Lenore from
one of these ballads. He wrote (April 19th, 1773):
S habe cine ferrlide Romanyen-Gefdhicyte aud einer uralten
Ballabe aufgeitort. Sdade nur, dag id an ben Text der Ballade
felbit nicht gelangen fann.” He was also indebted to the
ballad Sweet William's Ghost in Percy [Wheatley's ed.,
London, 1891, vol. 111. p. 130). The effect of Lenore was
tremendous. It introduced a new species of literature
into Germany, the serious literary ballad, modelled
on popular poetry, and became the first of a long
series of ballads among which are some of Goethe's
and Uhland’s masterpieces. The story of Lenore is
widely spread in the popular poetry of many nations.
[n Engiland, in different parts of Germany, in the
Slavic countries, and elsewhere it appears in ooz
























































