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THE PARABLB OF THE
EREMITE AND THE ANGEL,

ACCORDING TO DR. HENRY MORE.
DIALOGUE II, CHAP. XXIV, _

A CERTAIN Eremite having conceived great jealoufies
touching the due adminiftration of Divine Providence in ex-
ternal occurrences in the world, in this anxiety of mind was
refolved to leave his cell, and travel abroad, to fee with his
own eyes how things went abroad in the world.  He had not
gone half a day’s journey, but a young man overtook him and
joyn’d company with him, and infinuated himfelf fo far into
the Eremite’s affe@ion, that he thought himfelf very happy in
that he had got fo agrecable a companion. Wherefore re-
folving to take their. fortunes together, they always lodged
in the fame houfe. Some few days travels had over-paft be-
fore the Eremite took notice of any thing remarkable. But
at laft he obferved that his Fellow-traveller, with whom he
_ had contracted fo intimate a friendthip, in an houfe where
they were extraordinary well treated, ftole away a gilt cup
from the gentleman of the houfe, and carried it away with
him. The Eremite was very much aftonifhed with what
he faw done by fo fair and agreeable a perfon as he conceived
him to be, but thought not yet fit to fpeak to him or
feem to take notice of it. And therefore they travel
fairly on together as aforctimes, till night forced them
to feek lodging. But they light upon fuch an houfe as had a
very unhofpitable owner, who fhut them out into the outward
court, and expofed them all night to the injury of the
open weather, which chanced then to be very rainy; but
the Eremite’s fellow-traveller unexpeedly compenfated
his hoft’s ill entertainment with no meaner a reward than

" the gilt cup he had carried awsy from the former place,
thrufting
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in qua in domo unius civis fatis honorificé fuerunt recepti et
fplendidé miniftrati. Civis ifte quendam aureum cyphum quem
miro modo dilexit, habuit in quo ultra modum gloriabatur.
Media no&te furrexit Angelus et furatus eft cyphum illum,
Heremita hoc videns intra fe cogitabat ; ifte malus Angelus eft
ut credo. Ifte civis nobis optime fecit et ifte furatuseft cyphum
fuum. tamen nihil ¢i loquebatur quia timuit ecum. Mane
vero furrexerunt et per viam ambulabant, donec ad quandam
aquam pervenerunt ultra quam erat pons : pontem afcenderunt
et quidam pauper iis obviabat. Ait Angelus, chariffime!
monftra nobis viam verfus talem civitatem. Pauper vertit fe
et cum digito viam verfus civitatem oftendit. Cum vero vere
tiflet fe Angclus fubito per fcapulas cum acc?lt et ulfra
pontem projecit, et fubmerfus eft Jpauper. Quod cum Here-
sita vidiffet, ait in corde fuo, fcio jam quod ifte diabolus eft
et non Angelus Dei bonus. Quid mali fecit pauper ifte? et
tamen cum occidit. Ab illo tempore cogitabat ab eo dif-
cedere; verum timens nihil loquebatur ei. Cum vero circa
horam vefpertinam ad civitatem perveniffent ad domum cu-
jufdam divitis accefferunt et hofpitium pro Dei amore pete-
bant ; ille vero fimpliciter eis negavit, ait Angelus Dei. Amore
Dei fdftem teGum domus nobis concedatis ne lupi aut male
beftize hic nos devorent. Ille ait; Ecce domus ubi porci

mei jacent; fi placet vobis cum eis jacere poteftis; fin autem
recedatis quod alium locum vobis non dabo. Aitei Angelus;
fi aliud non poteft ficri, cum porcis veftris jacebimus et fic
faum cft. Mane vero furrexerunt, Angelus hofpitemr
vocavit et ait, Charifime! do tibi cyphum iftum, et dedit ei

cyphum quem furatus fuerat ab illo cive. Heremita hoe vi-

dens, ait intra fe. Jam fum expertus quod ifte eft diabolus.

Bonus homo erat qui cum omni devotione nos recepit et .
furatus eft ei cyphum et dedit ifti peffimo qui negavit nobis

hofpitium. Ait Angelo. Nolo vobifcum amplius exfpeQare

ad Deum vos recommendo. Angelus dixit ei: Audite me

et tunc recedito.

EXPOSITIO.
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thrufting it in at the window when they departed. This
the Eremite-thought was very pretty, and that.it was not
covetoufnefs, but humour, that made him take it away from
its firt owner. The next night, where they lodged, they
were treated again with a deal of kindnefs and civility : but
the Eremite obferved with horrour that his fellow-traveller
for an ill requital ftrangled privately a young child of their
fo courteous hoft in the cradle. This perplext the mind of
the poor Eremite very much; but in fadnefs and patience ‘
forbearing to fpeak, he travelled another day’s journey with
the young man, and -at evening took mp in a place where
they were more made of than any-where hitherto. And be-
caufe the way they had to travel next morning was not fo
eafie to find, the mafter of the houfe commanded one of the
fervants to go part of the way to dire& them ; whom, while
they were pafling over a ftone-bridge, the Eremite’s fellow-
traveller caught fuddenly betwixt the legs and pitched him
head-long from off the bridge into the river, and drowned
him. Here the Eremite could have no longer patience, but
flew bitterly upon his fellow-traveller for thofe barbarous
a&ions, and renounced all friendfhip with him, and would
travel with him no longer nor keep him company. Where-
upon the young man fmiling at the honeft zeal of the Ere-
mite, and putting off his mortal difguife, appeared as he was,
in the form and luftre of an angel of God, and told him he
was fent to eafe his mind of the great anxicty it was incum-
'bered with touching the Divine ProvipeNcEe. In which, faid
he, nothing can occur more perplexing and paradoxical than
what you have been offended at fince we two travelled toge-
ther. But yet I will demonftrate to you, faid he, that all
that I have done is very juft and right. For as for that firft
man from whom I took the gilded cup, it was a real com-
penfation
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EXPOSITIO. R /

Certiffime quando eras in Heremitario, dominus ovium pafto-
rem injufte occidit. Scias quod paftor ille pro tunc mortem
non meruit; fed alias commifit quare mori non deberet.
tunc temporis inventus eft fine peccato, Deus ergo permifit
eum occidi ut penam poft mortem evaderet, propter pec-
catum quod alias committeret pro quo nunquam penitentias
fecerat. Lairo vero quod evafit, cum omnibus ovibus peenam
cternam fuftinet, et dominus ovium quod paftorem occidit
- vitam fuam cmendabit per largas elecemofynas et opera mife-
recordiz quam ignoranter fecit. Demum filius iftius militi‘l
de nodte ftrangulavi quod nobis bonum hofpitium dedit s
Scias quod antequam puer ille natus erat miles optimps
cleemofynarius erat, et multa opera miferecordiz fecit. Sed
pofltquam natus eft puer fa@us eft parcus cupidus et omnia
colligit ut puerum divitem faciat fic quod erit caufa perditi-
onis ejus et idco puerum occidi, et jam ficut prius fadtus eft
bonus Chriftianus. Deinde Cyphum illius civis qui nos cum
devotione recepit furatus fui. Scias tu quod antequam
Cyphus ille erat fabrificatus non erat fobrior co in tota terra;
fed tantum de Cypho gaudebat poft fabricationem quod omni
die tantum de co bibebat quod bis aut ter omni die fuit inebri-
atus, et ideo cyphum abftuli et factus eft fobrius ficut prius.
Deinde pauperem in aquam projeci. Scias quod pauper ifte
bonus Xtianus fuit; fed fi ad dimidium miliare ambulaffet
alium in peccato mortale joccidiffet : fcias jam eft falvatus et
regnat in calefti gloria. Deinde cyphum illius civis dedi
illi quod nobis bonum hofpitium negavit. Scias quod nihil
in terra fit fine caufa. Ipfe nobis conceffit donum porcorum et
ideo cyphum ei dedi et regnabit poft vitam in inferno, Pone
ergo omni modo cuftodiam ori tuo ut Deo non detrahas,
Ipfe enim omnia povit. Heremita hoc audiens cecidit ad
pedes Angeli, et veniam petiit ad Heremitarium perrexit et
fa&us eft bonus Chriftianus,
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penfation indeed of his hofpitality ; that cup being fo forcible
an occafion of the good man’s diftempering himfelf, and of
hazarding his health and life, which would be a great lofs to
his poor neighbours, he being of fo good and charitable a
nature. But I put it into the window of that harfh and un-
hofpitable man that ufed us fo ill, not as a booty to him, but
as a plague and fcourge to him, and for an eafe to his opprel-
fed neighbours, that he may fall into intemperance, difeafes,
and death itfelf. For I knew very well that there was that
inchantment in this cup, that they that had it would be thus -
bewitched with it. And as for that civil perfon whofe child
I frangled in the cradle, it was in grcat mercy to him, and
no real hurt to the child, who is now with God. But if that
d{ild had lived, whereas this gentleman had been pioufly,
charitably and devoutly given, his mind, I faw, would have
unavoidably funk into the love of the world, out of love to
his child, he having had none before, and doting fo hugely
on it ; and therefore I took away this momentary life from
the body of the child, that the foul of the father might live
for ever. And for this laft fa&, which you fo much abhor,
it was the moft faithful piece of gratitude I could do to one
that had ufed us fo humanecly and kindly as that gentleman
did. For this man, who by the appointment of his mafter
was fo officious to us as to fhew us the way, intended this
very night enfuing to let in a company of rogues into his
mafter’s houfe, to rob him of all that he had, if not to mur-
ther him and his family. And having faid thus, he vanithed.
But the poor Eremite, tranfported with joy and amazement,
lift up his hands and eyes to heaven, and gave glory to God,
who had thus unexpe&edly delivered him from any farther
anxiety touching the ways of his Providence ; and thus re-
turned with chearfulnefs to his forfaken cell, and fpent the
refidue of his days there in piety and peace.

" Notwithftanding
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Notwithflanding the extreme fcarcity of the Gefla Roma-
sarum, this fingular book has gone thro’ various impreflions.

Two copies of it were found in the numerous and fplendid
colle&ion of the late Reverend and learned Thomas Crofts.
See Bibliotheca Croftfiana, London, 1783, pp. 67, 126.

1300 Ex Geflis R . byforie notabiles, folio, nitidifi."in cor.
turc. EDIT. PRIMA. . . . . Sine Loco aut Nom. Imprefforis.

2487 Ex Geflis Romanorum Hyfloric notabiles colle&ie 5 de Viciis
Virtutibufq. trattantes; cum Applicationibus moralifatis et
myficis.  Literis Gatbisis, 8vo. perg. Venet. per Alex de
Bindonis Mmccecexx. b

We have alfo met with accounts of other Editions, viz.
GeftaRomanorum, &c. finis Anno noftre falutis cceclrxxxix. Fo.
Gefta Romanorum, &c. . Goud. per Gerardum Leeu vccccxc.Fo.

Tyrwhitt in his account of ¢ this ftrange book’ makes men-
tion of feveral editions; the firft containing but 152 chapters,
which were afterwards increafed to 18, as in the Edition
he had; printed at Rouen, 1521. It was among the carlieft
put to prefs ; and, concluding from circum(tances, he thinks
“ one of our countrymen was the Author.” Chaucer owes
many obligations to the Gefla Romanorum, and no lefs Gower,
Lydgate, Occleve, and others, who manifeftly borrowed
many of their ftories from it. There can be no doubt that it
was of great ufe in compiling tbe Floure of the Commaundements;
another book no lefs ftrange and uncommon. Dr. Farmer
mentions alfo an old tranflation of the Gefla Romanorum, in
Englifh, printed by Wynkyn de Worde, where he found the
ftory of the Cafkets, &c. in the Merchant of Venice; a great
variety of other incidents adopted by Shakfpeare arc likewife
derived from the fame fource.

Dr. Henry More’s Dialogues on the Attnbutes of God
and his Providence, five in Number, from the 2d of which,
the forcgoing narrative of the Hermit in Englith is taken,
were publithed under the name of Francifcus Palzopo-
litanus, An, 1668 ; an imperfe@ fet of which is to be feen
in Bithop Marfh’s Library, St. Patrick’s, Dublin.

It
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- It requires no extraordinary fhare of black letter informa-
tion.to difcover, that our clder bards of' the reformed type
are not altogether fo much beholden to the Greeks and
Romans as has been fondly imagined. However they may
have formed their plans or improved their difion on the
claffic models, their pages are highly illuminated with the
treafures of Gothic lore; and the romances and legendary
narratives of the olden times, have proved to them plentiful
fources of interefting and fublime conceptions,® Burton’s
Anatomy of Melancholy fuggefted to Milton the outline, and
many of the moft favourite images of his L’Allegro and
1l Penforofo ; even the particular turn and meafure of the
verfe he adopted frem Burton ; as Wharton has alfo remarked
in his valuable edition of that great poet’s juvenile produc-
tions, The Anatomy of Melancholy, though fo little known
to the generality of readers, is ftill a copious ftore-houfe ot
ufeful’ \difcovcrics, information, and amufement to modern
wits; for proof we need go no farther than Sterne. There
is another obfolete folio, to which we may trace many ftrik-
ing fublimities of Milton; to mention but one; the poetical
depth and immenfity of the Infernal Regions, which the critics
will have, a flight of competitorfhip with Homer and Virgil.
This book has for its title, The Polychronicon . . . It was the
work of Ranulph Higden, Monk of Bury, tranflated at the
requeft of Lord Barclay. The firft edition imprented by
Wynkyn de Worde, mcccexcrs: The fecond, by Peter
Treveris, Mccccexxv, and the third, (a fair copy of which is
preferved in Marfh’s Library, St. Patrick’s, Dublin) by the
fame Peter Treveris, imprented at Southwerke,. in the ycar of

X our

# 1t may he proper to notice, though not ftrikly in its place, that,
in the Catalogue of the College Library, the Book from which the
HERMIT is taken, appears under the title of * RecolleGtorium ex Geftis
Romanorum de Vitiis et Virtatibus, 8vo. Francof. x508.”.... Ad ille,

ad iftam civitatem . ... in domo unus civis. .. .quidam Pauper eis
obviabat, &c. are the original reading.
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our Lord God Mccccc & xxvi, the xvi daye of Maye. Even
Machiavel has been laid under contributions, and Hiftory
degraded into 2 vehicle of fi®ion ; which, favourably fpeak-
ing, is but a pitiful application of talents, and 2 palpable en-
croachment on the province of poetry.

The learned and judicious Zimmerman, who was himfclf
a native of Swifferland, gives up the ftory of WiLrLiam Trrz,
of which in his ecxcellent Effay on Solitude, we find the
following relation :

“ WirLrLiam TzrL was one of the principal authors of the
revolution in Swifferland i the year 1307. Grisiex, who
governed that country under the Emperor Albert, obliged
him, on pain of death, to fhoot from a confiderable diftance,
with an arrow at an apple which was placed on the head of
his infant fon, and, it is faid, that he had the good fortune to
carry away the apple without doing the fmalleft injury to the
child. The governor, on approaching to congratulate him
on his dexterous achievement, perceived another arrow con-
ccaled under the garments of the fuccefsful archer ; and on in-
quiring of him for what ufe he intended it, « I brought it,”
replied Terr, * for the purpofe of revenge; its eager point
¢ fhould have drank the blood of thy heart, inhuman Tyraat,
¢ if I had the misfortune to kill my fon.” The ftory of the
apple, however, which had before beén told of a Goth foldier
named TocHno, is juftly fufpeced by the later hiftorians. The
Swifs were willing to adorn tke birthday of their liberty by
the fable of fome furprifing event. But it is certain that TeLL,
_ after having fuffered a long and rigorous confinement, killed
the governor with an arrow, and gave by that means a fignal
to the confpirators.

In one of our old Englifh ballads, as before hinted, the
fame or a fimilar achievement, abftra&ed from political
confequences, is attributed to WyLryam of CLoupksLe/, a

celebrated
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celebrated archer of our own country; a country then and at
all times remarkable for fuperior fkill and dexterity in the
ufe of the bow, which even at this day is a favourite exercife.
Our ancient minftrels abound with ftories of fuch extraordi-
nary feats; and whoever is acquainted with legendary writ
will have no difficulty in believing, that the (plitting of a
hazel rod at four hundred yards diftance, and ftriking an
apple off a child’s head at fix fcore, are perfe&ly in the ftyle
and tafte of the times, and were but two arrows from the
fame quiver.

The fuperb Edition of the Works of HoraTio Watrrore,
Earl of Orford, in Five Volumes Royal Quarto, by the
RominsoNs, &c. London, this prefent year, (1798,) does
honour to the fpirit and induftry of the publithers. In the
1ft vol. appears the Tragedy of the Myfterious Mother, the
offspring of that nobleman’s pen, though not before publicly
avowed, fucceeded by a Poftfcript of confiderable lkngth,
from which the following ftory of the Tragedy is extraed
and given in the Authos own words, pp. 125, 6, which,
contrafted with the fubfequent accounts, taken from publica-
tions of more rare and difficult accefs, will doubtlefs afford a
gratification to curiofity, and proportionally contribute to
the pleafure of the perufal:

¢ 1 had heard, when very young, that a2 gentlewoman,
under uncommon agonies of mind, had waited on Archbifhop
TiLLoTsoN, and befought his counfél. A damfel that
had ferved her, had, many years before, acquainted her that
the was importuned by the gentlewoman’s fon to grant him a
privatc meeting. The Mother ordered the maiden to make
the affignation, when fhe faid fhe would difcover herfelf,
and reprimand him for his criminal paffion; but, being hur-
ried away by a much more criminal paffion herfclf, fhe kept
the aflignation without difcovering herfelf.  The fruit of this

horrid
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horrid artifice was a daughter, whom the gentlewoman
caufed to be educated very privately in the country; but
proving very lovely, and being accidentally met by her Fa-
ther-brother, who never had the flighteft fufpicion of the
truth, he had fallen in love with, and a&ually married her.
The wretched guilty Mother learning what had happened,
and diftraéted with the confequence of her crime, had now
reforted to the Archbifhop to know in what manner fhe
fhoyld a&. The prelate charged her never to let her fon
and daughter know what had pafled, as they were innocent
of any criminal intention. For herfelf, he bade her almoft
defpair !

¢ Sometime after I had finifhed the play on this ground-
work, a gentleman to whom I had communicated it, acci-
dentally difcovered the origin of the tradition in the novels
of the Queen of Navarre, Vol, Il. Novel 30; and to my fur-
prife T found a ftrange concurrence of circumftances between
the flory as there related, and as'l had adapted it to my piece :
for, though I believed it to have happened in the reign of
King William, 1 had, for a purpofe to be mentioged hereafter,
thrown it back to the eve of the Reformation; and the
Queen, it appears, dates the event in the reign of Louis XL
I"had chofen Narbonne for the fcene,—the Queen places it in
Languedoc. The rencontres are of little importance, and,
perhaps, curious to nobody but the auther,

« In order to make ufe of a canvas fo fhocking, it was
neceflury as much as poffible to palliate the crime, and raife
the chara&er of the criminal. To attain the former cnd, I
imagined the moment in which fhe has loft a beloved huf-
band, when grief and difappointment, and a confli& of paf-
fions might be fuppofed to have thrown her reafon off its
guard, and expofed her to the danger under which fhe
fell. Strange as the moment may feem for vice to have

feized ’
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feized on her, ftill it makes her lefs hateful than if fhe had
coolly meditated fo foul a crime. I have alfo endeavoured to
make her very fondnefs for her hufband in fgme meafure the
caufe of her guilt.” . . . So far our Rt. Hon. Dramatift.

In the pamphlet publifhed by Georce FAULKNER, which
was reprinted from a London Edition of the fame year, 1751,
an account of which is given in the sth volume of the
"Monthly Review, p. 317, it is faid that the narrative was
intended for publication in the year 1685, and thus the
writer introduces his extraordinary Tale:

“ The following little hiftory of the tranfa&ions of a
private family, I thould not have undertaken to offer to the
public, but from the furprifingnefs of the fa&s, and my
intimacy in the family, by whom the moft minute paffages
were, in confidence, entrufted to my fecrecy, from the very
beginning to the enfuing cataftrophe; of which I was but
too late a fpe&ator; as alfo from a particular inclination I
have, that mankind beholding the dreadful confequences of .
vice in others, may form the fironger guards againft any fub-
miffion to it in themfelves: For the enfuing narration will,
to demonftration, prove, that no one can poffibly limit the
procefs of an ill a& once commenced; and that the only way
to avoid bad confequences is, to afford no caufe for them;
for one enormity, though ever fo privately committed, fails
not, for the moft part, to draw after it fuch a fucceflion of
evils as is very difficult to fet bounds to.” . ... The whole
narrative runs to the length of forty-eight o&avo pages.

The author gives the ftory under fititious names, becaufe,
he fays, feveral of the defcendants of the partics are fettled
near the fcene of a&ion, innocent of the fa&s.

Eugenio, who is defcribed in all refpe&s a finifhed gentle-
man, endowed with every perfonal and mental accomplifh-
ment, he fays, was the younger fon of an illuftrious family in

) the
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the northern parts of Scoriano. He was very early
initiated into the army, where, at the age of twenty-cight,
he ranked as a Captain, and falling in love with a young
heirefs of fuperior beauty and fortune, he paid his addrefles
to her, and a marriage was in a fhort time concluded. But
he had but juft time to behold his own image in a fon fhe
brought him, when he was commanded off, and fell at the
fiege of the fort of St. Martin’s, in the lfle of Ree. The
beautiful and difconfolate widow, Eleanora, as fhe is called,
difcharged every duty of an excellent mother to her fon,
named Oreftes, and having liberally beftowed on hinr every
advantage of previous inflitution, at a proper age he was
fent to the Univerfity of GLasGow.

Towards the latter end of the firft year, at a time of vaca-
tion, he returned home on a vifit to his Mother, who in his
abfence had taken inco her family a gentleman’s daughter,
called Arene, as her companion. The young collegian grew
enamoured with her beauty, and left no means untried to
feduce her, and one night found means of getting into her
bed-chamber, but without effc@ing his purpofe, as happily fhe
had time to conceal herfelf. The young lady difclofed the
affair to her patronefs, who highly approved and commended
her condué& ; but fuppofing, for very obvious reafons, under
fuch circumiftances, her fon would deny the charge, and if
wholly unuoticed would probably repeat his attempt, the
bethought herfelf of a ftratagem, wholly devoid of any evil
intention on her part, to dete& the young fpark, and cure
bim of his pranks. « I myfelf,” fays fhe, ¢ will this night take
up with your bed, while you lie fecure in mine: I'll sing
fuch a peal "in the amorous fpark’s ears, when I have him
there, as fhall deter him from any fimilar attempt in any
family, I'll warrant you.” ’

The young gentleman taking filence for a fort of confent,
was thus encouraged to purfue his defign, and far from the

foeaking
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faeaking attack which he had made the night before, ruthed,
Jans ceremonie, at once into her bed. It was a fatal moment,
The Mother, confounded with the untowardnefs of her fitua-
tion, had not power to remonftrate, and, overcome by the
youthful ardour that embraced her, fell a vi&tim to his defires,

The dreadful confequences need not be repeated, though
detailed more circumftantially in' the pamphlet before us,
they are fufficiently made known in the preceding relation;
but furely the noble author of the tragedy, had no occafion
to refort to fo « ftrange a moment,” as he has chofen,
contrary to the narrative, for the perpetration of the horrid
a&; when the other, equally as critical, would as well have
ferved his purpofe, and would have been, if we dare apply
the phrafe, more natural, v ,

The beautiful daughter of this inceftuous intercourfe, who
was afterwards married to her own Father, is in the hiftory
named Cornelia, by whom he had feveral children, and being
a Colonel in the infantry, at the Reftoration, once more
encountered Arene, his Mother’s former ward, at an ele&ion
ball in Pontefra&, by which unfortupate meeting the de-
nouement was cafually brought about, which terminated as
might be expedied, tragically enough.

For the reader’s farther inftrultion and amufement we'
will now turn to another fcarce volume,

Ducrtor DusiTanTiuM, or the Rule of Confcience, &c.

The fecond edition, by Jeremy Taylor, Chaplain in Ordi-
nary to King Charles the Firft, and late Bithop of Down
and Connor, London, printed by Roger Norton, for Richard
Boyfton, &c. 1671, with a Dedication to the King, and 2
Preface, dated ¢ From my ftudy in Portmore, Kilultagh,
O&ober sth, 1659.” In which an extraordinay cafe of hu-
man frailty we find ftated as follows. The fcene of aion,
as appears by the context, in VeNicE.

“ 3 I
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¢ 3. If the error be invincible, and the confequent of
the Perfwafion be confidered with the State of Grace, the
error muft be opened or not opened according to prudent
confiderations relating to the perfon and his ftate of affairs.
So that the error muft rather be fuffered then a grievous
fcandal, or an intolerable, or a very great inconvenience. To
this purpofe ComrroLus fays it was determined by a congre-
gation of learned and prudent perfons, in anfwering to a
ftrange and a rare cafe happening in Venice; a gentle
man did ignorantly lie with his Mother; fhe knew it but
intended it not, ‘till for her curiofity and in her fearch
whether her fon intended it to her maid, the was furprifed
and gotten with child: She perceiving her thame and forrow
‘haften, fent her fon to travel for many years; and he re-
turned not till his Mother’s female birth was grown to be

a handfome pretty maiden. At his return he efpics a fweet -
fac’d girl in the houfe, likes her, loves her, and intends to
marry her. His Mother conjured him by all that was facred
and prophane that he fhould not, faying, fhe was a beggar’s
child, whom for pitie’s fake fhe refcued from the -ftreet, and
beggary, and that he fhould not by difhonouring his family,,
make her die with forrow. The gentlefnan’s affe¢tions were
ftrong, and not to be maftered, and he married his own fifter
and daughter, But now the bitings of his Mother’s confcience
were intolerable, and to her confeffor fhe difcovered the whole
bufinefs within a year or two after this prodigious marriage,
and atked whether fhe was bound to reveal the cafe to her
fon and daughter, who now lived in love and fwectnefs of
fociety innocently, though with fecret misfortune which they
felt not. It was concluded negatively ; fhe was not to reveal
it, left fhe bring an intolerable mifery in the place of that
which to them was no fin, or at leaft upon notice of the
erfor they might be tempted by their mutual endearment
and
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and common children, to cohabit in defpight of the cafe,
and fo change that into a known fin, which before was un-
known calamity ; and by this ftate of the anfwer they were
permitted to their innocence, and the children to their inhe-
ritance, and all under the prote®ion of a harmlefs, though
ering and miftaken confcience.

' Book L chap. iii. fe&.iii. p. 8g.

Comitolus and the Queen of Navarre are not forth coming,
fo for the prefent the particulars of their teftimony muft be
difpenfed with, and the German author, who as well as the
Englifhman, wot ye, fpeaks from his own knawlege, though
formerly of our company, has abfconded. The only material
difference between his and the preceding account is, that the
German vouches for the authenticity of his relation as of a
matter of public notoriety at Pracue, in a family of his own
particular acquaintance there. .. . Powers of Veracity ! how
long; by ignorance, knavery and fheer conceit, is the fond
fuffering world to be trifled with and impofed upon?. .. But
to the eternal difgrace of the Illuminati, Philofophers, Politi-
cians, and Reformers of the Eighteenth Century, this mon-
firous fabrication has beecn made the ground work of an
atrocious calumny, meanly and induftrioufly circulated in the
common news papers, to blacken the chara&er of the un-
fortunate Maria Antonietta of France!,... And to the
fcandal of common honefty and common fenfe, all party
bufinefs out of the queftion, there are fome flaming . ...
Virtuous Souls no doubt! . . . who affe& to credit the horrid
afperfion,

On our peep into Germany, cafting an eye towards Prague,
the name of their Poet BurcuER, and the tale of LEoNORA
occurred. It has been tranflated into Englith by four feveral
hands. One of thofe writers, in the preface to his own
wrfion of that Popular Poem, éxpatiating on the peculiar

Y chara&er
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chara@er and tafte of the Germans, fays, ¢ their minds vigo«
roufly conccive, and their language nobly exprefles, the terris
ble and majeftic; and it muft be allowed that in this fpecies
of writing they would force from us the palm of excellence,
were it not fecured by the impregnable towers of OTrRaNTO.
Of all their producions of this kind, LEoNORA is perhaps
the moft perfe@. The ftory in a narrow compafs unites
tragic event, poetical furprife, and epic regularity. The
admonitions of the Mother are juft, although ill-timed; the
defpair of the Daughter at once natural and criminal; her
punifiment dreadful and equitable. Few objedions can be
made to a fubje& new, fimple and ftriking; and none to a
moral, which cannot be too frequently and awfully enforced.”
This is the common lar;guage of tranflators, in humble
imitation of their great predeceffor Dryden, obliquely recom-
mending their own performances; and yet, admitting the
tranflator fpoke his real fentiments, concerning that popular
and celebrated Produdion, his decifion appears liable to many
cogent exceptions. Without reference to Religious princi-
ples, confidered in a moral light it will appear defe&ive; to a
philofophic eye abfurd. The fcope and tendency of it are of a
mifchievous nature. It may make the hair of the weak and cre-
dulous ftand on end; the Infidel, who with rapture contemplates
the wanton extravagancies of Jupiter, attends ancient cut~
throats to the regions of Tartarus, and liftens with avidity to
the Legend of Profcrpine, of which LEoNorA’s is a toler-
able Fac Simile,* fecls fhocked at the gloomy reveries of the
Cloifters, and in his fancied triumphs over ignorance and fuper-
. ftition,
# So Pluto feized of Proferpine, convey'd .,
To Hell's tremendous gloom the affrighted maid;

There grimly {mil'd, pleas’d with his beauteous prize,
_Nor envy’d Jove his funfhine and his fkies.

Addifon’s Cato, A&t 111. Scene 7th,
Vide Ovid. Metamorph. lib, 5. v. 391, De Proferp.
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ftition, with his ufual ajrs of felf-fufficiency, will be tempted
to treat the machinery of our modern with afneer. In truth,
the fiction is too violent; it out-herods Herod, and feems
merely calculated to keep alive and propagate the exploded
notions of ghofts and hobgoblins to the great annoyance of
poor children, whofe duile minds are liable to fearful impref-
fions, which by the ftrongeft exertions of reafon ind good
fenfe are fcarcely ever afterwards to be wholly obliterated,
The argument in favour of the poem from the leflon of
patience it is faid to contain is by no means concluiive; for
being wholly founded in impofture it neceflarily lofes of its
effe®. There are alfo obje&ions to it as a compofition
arifing from the conduét of the machinery itfelf. “The ter-
rible graces, to which the poem of LeoNorA owes fo much
of its popularity, though bodied forth by the exquifite de-
figns of the lady Diana BeaucLERC, in our humble appre-
henfion, . are not fupported with a due degree of confiftency.
It is not eafy to determine the precife chara&eriftics, and pre-
fcribe limits for the condu@ of Beings, with which no mortal
has ever yet been perfonally in habits of familiarity ; but ac-
cording to the received ritual of Apparitions, the Ghott in
queftion, is not only forced ungracioufly into the fervice, but
is made to affume powers to which, as a Ghoft, he was utterly
incompetent. If this pofition be tenable, we muft beg leave
to diffent from the authority. . . . The poem is not perfect.
The initiated in the myfkeries of  that undifcovered country,
from whofe bourne no traveller returns,” of which Homer,
Virgil and Shakfpeare are the acknowleged Poetical High
Priefts, by no means admit fuch “ fatal vifions, fenfible to fecl-
ing as to fight;” neither has the notion as yet prevailed among
the fuperftitious and the vulgar. The author of LroNora,
by an inexcufable error, we may fay, in the coftume, has pro-

ceeded dire&ly againlt the canon laws of their foundation,
for
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for the fake, it fhould feem, of a moral not clearly deducible,
and probably but a fecondary confideration. Caufe and effe®
fhould reciprocally correfpond. Ghofts are ferious fubjects,
and fhould not be roufed from their cverlafting manfions on
trivial errands; to point out where a pot of money lies in-
terred, or check the frenzy of a love-fick girl; but their
imputed attributes are fpecifically effential and not to be difpen<
fed with. Here the Ghoft of a dead Warriour,armed cap-a-pee,

‘in mail of the fame temper, mounted on the Ghott of a dead

Charger, makes a progrefs of five hundred German miles,and
under the fhape of an affianced lover, cajoles a fond credulous
female, good and lawful fleth and blood, to quit her aged
weeping mother and get up behindhim: off he carries her,
hurry-feurry, over hill, over dale, wood, wafte, bog and
briar, the fame journey back again, all in the fpace of one
fhort night, every now and then foothing and encouraging
her to fit ftill, with an equivocal affurance, beneath the
dignity of a Ghoft, of accommodating her in his camp bed, fix
boards and a fheet, which in the upfhot provestobe . . . . his
grave. And that is the poor creature’s punifhment for utter-
ing a rafh, a wicked expreflion if you will (exaggerated we
may fuppofe) in the paroxyfms of infanity, the effe® of her
fidelity and conftancy ; virtues which the men, though little
they have to brag of, will feldom allow the fex, and furely
this is a fad way of inculcating. Thus the order of nature
is fubverted; the fecrets of the grave prophaned, and a tre-
mendous apparatus, as if the fate of nations depended on it,
exhibited, for what? To frighten an innocent young maniac,
and fend her a little before her time to “ Heaven :” But the
pious and difconfolate Mother, without crime bereft of her
child, the Rtaff of her age, is the fufferer: and the Ghoft not,
as we are taught to belicve,a mere vifionary effence; but, con-
trary to all known principles of orthodoxy, a firm, corporeal,
tangeable
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tangeable fubftance, vefted with human powers, and retaining
as in life the old fpirit of gallantry with the ufual accompa-
niments, prevarication and deceit.

The frigid criticifm this may be deemed of a cold and
* phlegmatic heart., Not fo; with deference to fuperiour un-
derftandings, it is the unbiaffed opinion of an enemy to every
fpecies of affeation, and empty fentimentalifm, It is
the mature refult of feeling and refle&ion, from an atten-
tive confideration of the fubje®, and a thorough convi&ion
of the bad effe@s fuch compofitions are likely to produce.
As a fubjeét of poetical invention, it may be fimple and ftrike
ing ; fimplicity and force employed to a good purpofe are
capital recommendations, and the charm of novelty palliates
many defe®s; but on looking attentively nearer home,
frong proofs appear that, in this cafe at leaft, powerfully
impugn the claims of the author of LeoNora, if not to the
palm of excellence, indifputably to the honour of originality
and therefore more open to animadverfion,

¢ Godfrey Auguftus Burgher, [ Biirger] wasborn An. 1748,
at Afcherfleben. In 1779, wasmade the firft colle@ion of his
pocms. They confift partly of fongs, fonnets, clegics, fables,
and other fhort pieces, comic and ferious; and partly of ballads,
many of which are tranflated with improvements from
Englifp Originals. Simplicity is the chara&eriftic of his com-
pofitions; and of all literary beauties fimplicity muft be the
moft generally attra&ive. It is no common merit to excel
in a ftyle which all underftand, many admire, and but few
can attain. No writer perhaps has ever attained a more de-
cided popularity.” The Poem of LEoNORA is not given as
a tranflation or an imitation; it is given peremptorily and
without referve as ¢ an undoubted original, the moft perfe
in its kind.” The writer therefore hazards his own title to
tafte and dxfcernmcnt, who ventures to difpute it; and to

contradnét
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contradi@ the affertion unauthorized and at random, would
be an a& of unpardonable prefumption.
A Colle&ion of Old Ballads, corre@ed from the beft and
moft ancient copies extant, (the Third Edition) London,
Mpccxxvi, was publifhed by J. Roberts, Warwick-lane, &c.
which is quoted more than once by Dr, Percy, Bifhop of
Dromore, in his Reliques of Ancient Englifh Poetry. The
_volume confifts of 287 pages, containing forty-four favourite
pieces ; and if the reader’s curiofity thould prompt him to get
the book, he will find our authority for the following Legend,
[page 266] between which and Leonoga, there feems in
many particulars fo ftriking a refemblance, that confidering
the author’s knowlege of Englith compofitions, though in
fome circumftances the German may be perhaps an improve-
ment, we can hardly fuppofe it to be an original.

XXXVIII, Tae SurroLk MiracLE: or, a Relation of a
Young Man, who a month after his death appeared to his
Sweetheart, and carry’d her on horfeback behind him for
forty miles in two hours, and was never feen after but in
his grave,

A WONDER ftranger ne’er was known
Than what I now fhall treat upon.
In Surrork there did lately dwell,
A farmer rich, and known full well:

He had a daughter fair and bright,
On whom he placed his whole delight;
Her beauty was beyond compare,

She was both virtuous and fair.

There was a young man living by,
Who was fo charmed with her eye,
That he could never be at reft,

He was by love fo much poflefl.
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He made addrefs to her, and fhe,
Did grant him love immediately ;
But when her father came to hear,
He parted her, and her poor.dear.

Forty miles diftant was fhe fent,
Unto his brother’s, with intent
That fhe fhould there fo long remain,
*Till fhe had changed her mind again.

Hereat this young man fadly griev'd,
But knew not how to be reliev'd;
He figh’d and fob’d continually,
That his true love he could not fee.

She by no means could to him fend,
Who was her heart’s efpoufed friend;
He figh’d, he griev'd, but all in vain,
For fhe confin’d muft ftill remain.

He mourn’d fo much, that docor’s art,
Could give no cafe unto his heart,
Who was fo ftrangely terrify’d,
That in fhort time for love he dy'd.

She that from him was fent away,
Knew nothing of “his dying-day,
But conftant ftill fhe did remain,
And lov'd the dead, altho’ in vain.

After he had in grave been laid
A month or more, unto this maid
He came in middle of the night,
‘Who joy’d to fee her heart’s delight.
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Her father's horfe, which well the knew,
Her mother’s hood and fafe-guard too,
He brought with him to teftify,
Her parent’s order he come by.

‘Which when her uncle underftood,
He hop’d it would be for her good,
And gave confent to her ftraightway,
"That with him fhe fhould come away.

When fhe was got her love behind,
They pafs'd as fwift as any wind,
That within two hours, or little more,
He brought her to her father’s door.

But as they did this great hafte make,
He did complain his head did ake;
Her handkerchief fhe then took out,
And ty'd the fame his head about:

And unto him fhe thus did fay,
Thou art as cold as any clay;
When we come home a fire we’ll have;
But little dream'd he went to grave.

Soon were they at her father’s door
And after fhe ne’er faw him more :
T'll fet the horfe up, then he faid,
And there he left this harmlefs maid.

She knock’d, and ftrait 2 man he cry’d
Who's there? Tis I, fhe then reply’d;
‘Who wonder’d much her voice to hear,
And was poflefs’d with dread and fear,
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Her father ke did tell, and then
He ftar’d like an affrighted man;
Down ftairs he ran, and when he fee her,
Cry'd out, my child, how cam’ft thou here ?

Pray, fir, did you not fend for me,
By fuch a meflenger, faid fhe; .
Which made his hair ftare on his head,
As knowing well that he was dead:

Where is he? then to her he faid,
He's in the ftable, quoth the maid;
Go in, faid he, and go to bed,

Y1l fee the horfe well littered.

He ftar’d about, and there could he
No fhape of any mankind fee ;
But found his horfe all on a fweat,
Which made him in a deadly fret.

His danghte_r he faid nothing to,
Nor none elfe, tho’ full well they knew,
‘That he was dead a month before,
For fear of grieving her full fore.

Her father to the father went
Of the deceas’d, with full intent
To tell him what his daughter faid 3
So both came back unto the maid.

They afk'd her, and fhe ftill did fay,
*Twas he that then brought her away;
Which when they heard, they were amaz'd -
And on cach other ftrangely gaz'd,

Z : A handkerchief
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A handkerchief fhe faid fhe ty’d
About his head ; and that they try’d,
The fexton they did fpeak unto,
That he the grave would then undo:

Affrighted, then they did behold
His body turning into mould,
And though he had a month been dead,
The handkerchief was about his head.

This thing unto her then they told,
And the whole truth they did unfold;
She was thereat fo terrifyed
And grieved, that fhe quickly dyed.

Part not true love, you rich men then, -
But if they be right honeft men
Your daughters love, give them their way,
For force oft breeds their lives’ decay.

. Notwithftanding all the high encomiums lavifhed on
LeoNoRra, and the gorgeous attire in which fhe was pre-
fented to public notice, our SurroLk DAMSEL is not with-
out her fhare of attradions. “ Thoughtlefs of beauty, fhe
. is beauty’s felf.” LeoNora, a beauty at fecond hand, and
for the very graces in which fhe moft excels, fhe is mani-
feftly indcbted to her rival; heightened with an additional
tinge of rouge; in the opinion of thofe who have a true tafte
for the fimplex munditiis, perhaps not to her advantage. In
the article of di&ion there probably is no great difparity;
the feeming negligence fometimes of the one, may arife from
difference of timie, and our familiarity with the language in
which it is written ; for the oppofite reafon, fimilar blemifhes
in the other cannot be equally apparent. The correfpondence
of found and {enfe, for which the German has been diftin-

guifhed,
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guifhed, is, no doubt, a prime ornament of metre, and gives
life and fpirit to poetic cxpreflion ; but carried to an extreme,
however ftriking the refemblance, it is the refemblance in
caricature, and ceafes to be beautiful. ‘The genuine unaf-
fe@ed fimplicity of our old Englifh Ballad, depending not on the
play of words, but on the conception, would bear tranflation,
and appear with advantage in any language, “ where free
to follow nature is the mode;” this is not the cafe with the
German. The reiteration of trap, trap, irap for the found
of a horfc’s, or rather the ghoft of 3 horfc’s feet, and of
cling, cling, cling for that of a door-bell, in Burgher’s Poem,
is mere mimickry, adapted to the vulgar ear, which in an
Englith verfion, the tranflator himfelf confeffes, would ap-
pear ridiculous, Such mimic artifice, however the Englith
Bard, introducing a real horfe, more naturally mighi have
indulged, and yet judicioufly has avoided. In the moral too,
if the interpofition of preternatural agency can be at all ad-
mitted, he has a manifelt fuperiority. The Suffolk Maiden,
it is true, falls a facrifice; but it is an unblemithed, heroic
facrifice to virtuous conftancy : and in her lofs the parents re-
ceive the due punifhment of their-avarice and hard-hearted-
nefs, as a warning to parents in general, not to facrifice
their children’s real happinefs, as is but too often the cafe, to
venal and felfith ends. .. . . Burgher, indeed, has had ample
juftice done him by his own countrymen, and, finging to the
tune of “ Over the bills and far away,” has among us the
recommendation of a foreigner ; that was enough to gain him
the palm of excellence, now embalmed for the admiration of
future ages in the broad foliage of a royal quarto, and it is
but juftice to add, the charming pencil of a fair and noble-
lady, the happieft efforts of the engraver's fkill, combined
with the exertions of the typographer, render it a curiofity
of art, and enhance its merit in the eye of the connoiffeur.

Our old Suffolk Minftrel * warbling his native wood notes
wild,”
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wild,’* remains namelefs and unnoticed. ‘What an encourag-
ing contraft! °tis a true epitome of the Hiftory and Spirit of
thefe wonderful times : and tho’ his Ghott, after a requiem of
near onc hundred years, again revifits the glimpfes of the
moon, to affert his ravithed honours, no man knows, or poffibly

. cares, on whofe temples to bind the palm of originality . . .
« Reft, reft, perturbed fpirit!” The fame fubje, diverfified
with occafional touches from Shakfpeare, has contributed to
enrich the canvas of fome of our latter novelifts.





