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TO ETE RELA DER.

“If you could acquire German, you would find it the most labor-
saving contrivance jn the world. Iam quite sure, if I had gone to
Geettingen, as I intended, in my youth, instead of going to Edinburg,
T might have dispensed with half the books T have since found to be
unworthy of notice from a critical student.”

From a letter of HUGH S. LEGARE, when Attorney General at
Washington, 1841.

“ (Other writers surpass the Germans in melody of verse or exact and
messured elegance; but never before did the world behold a nation
mature in a century, a literature so diversified in its chm:acter, marked
by so much learning and so much likerality, so full of thought and
imagination, so distinguished alike for philosophical reasoning and the
boldest expression of enthusiastic feeling.”

G. BANCROFT, on German literature.
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PREFAGE-

The peculiar features which distinguish this work from a
mere reader, are the following:

1. Tts purpose Is not only to show how to apply rules of
grammar, but to give a general idea of (Ferman literature,
especially the poetical.

2. For this object, it is preceded by an Historical Sketch
of German literature, containing only its general features so
- far as they must interest a cultivated man of any nation.

3. The reading part is not a mere random compilation of
extracts, but a logically arranged collection of characteristic
productions of all periods’ in prose and verse. Besides,
whénever an important author cannot be duly appreciated
from an extract, an analysie or synoptical presentation of an
entire piece is given, the most beautiful and essential parts
being preserved complete in their proper places. In this
"way alone has it been possible to give within a reason-
able space so many remarkable works whose length would
have excluded them from a general course of German lit-
erature, and to offer even a slight idea of its extent and
variety.

4. The productions of the different periods are given as
they have been remodelled into the language of the present
day, though specimens of the German language, in its most
important phases, are not omitted.

5. The work is arranged in chronological order, and refer-
ences are continually made from the Historical Sketch to the
Manual, and vice versa. The easier pieces from the earlicr
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periods, being simple in idea and expression, are thus
N peculm'ly suited to the beginning of a course for students.
! hundred Notes are added to point out idiomatic
and other Preadj rities of expression, not already noticed in
the author’s comparafh German grammar, and to give ex-
planations in regard to words and things which may be sup-
posed not to be generally known.

THE AUTHOR.
Union CorrEae, Schencetady, January, 1861.
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INTRODUCTLON ..~

Genert Tiew of Germun Liternture,

GERMAN LITERATURE, down to the present century, has passed
through three great phases of development.

The first, which continued during the ages of barbarism, was
exclusively heathen and national.

The s econd, which attained its perfection during the middle
ages, was exclusively Christian and feudal.

The third, which began with the use of more rational liberty,
and extends to the present century, is no longer exclusively heathen
and national like the first, nor exclusively christian and feudal, like
the second, but it is philosophic, cosmopolitan, all-embracing.

Though it is not possible to force these three phases into precise
limits of numbers and years, still they bear upmistakable impresses
of distinct characteristics, which justify the above division. There
is in each a point of culmination, a period of highest development,
which marks the age; the rise however and the decline, as states of
transformation, bear traces of the neighboring periods or are lost in
& general slumber of all literature,
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§29. The Poetsofthe “Hainbund,” (grove league)
a society of poets at Gottingen, called so from the “ grove” where
they met. They opposed Wieland and the French, and held up
Homer, Shakspeare and Klopstock as models.

The most noted of them are:



xxxviil

Buerger, (1748—1794,) well known by his popular ballads; his
Eleonore is one of the finest ballads in German literature. (§ 54.)

Heelty, (1748—1776,) a lyrical poet of great popularity.

F. L. Stolberg, (17560—1819,) known as translator of the ancient
classics; also a lyrical poet, as was his brother Ch. Stolberg.
(§ 56.)

H. Voss, (11561—1826,) the famous translator of Homer and of
many Greek and Roman writers; he wrote also lyrical poems and
idyls. (See § 56.)

M. Olaudius, (1740—1815,) called the ¢ Wandabec]ca- Bote,”
(Messenger of Wandsbeck,)from the name of the journal he pub-
lished ; he wrote many popular songs and storiee. He may be
ranked in the “ Hainbund,” though he did not live at Gottingen,
(§ 67.)
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§ 54. Bilrger.
(§ 29.)
His “Heonore’ see in the author’s Germ. Gr. p. 324,

Sdisn Susdjen,

Sdin Susden fannt’ id Yange Jelts

- Sdin Susden war wobl fein;

Boll Tugend war's und Stttfamleit s

Das fah i Harlid ein.

3d fam und ging, id ging und fam,

Wie 6V und Fluth jur See.

Gang wobl mir that ¢3, wann id fam,

Dod, wann id ging, nidt weh.

Unbd ed gefthah, daf nady ber Jett,
®ar Anbdres id) vernadm;
Da that's mir, wann idh {died, fo leid,
So frod! mir, wann i fam;
Da batt’ td teinen Settvertreld,
Und Tein Gefdaft, als fies
Da fapIY ih gany an Seel’ und Leth,
Und faplte nidts als fie.

Da war td) dbumun, unb fumm und taud s
Bernafm nidts, aufer ibr;
Sah nirgendd bliiben Blum’ und Laub;
Nur Susden blithte mir,



318

»

Nidt Sonne, Mond und Sternent(theis,
Mir glanyte nur mein Kind;

3@ fap, wie in die Sonn’, binein;
Unb fabh mein Yuge blind.

Und wieber Yam gar anbre Jeit,
@ar-anbers ward ed mir;

Dody alle Tugend, Sittfamleit,

Und Sddnbeit bHlich an ihr,

S fam unbd ging, id ging und fam,
Wie €L’ und Fluth jur See.

®any wobl mir that es, wann-id tam,
Tody, reann i ging, nidht weh, —

Shr Weifen, hodh und tief gelabrt,
Die ijr's erfinnt und wift,
Wie, o und wann fich Alled paart?
Warum {id’s Uebt und Hift?
Shr bofen Weifen, fagt- mirs an!
Ergritbelt, was mir da,
@Ergritbelt mir, tvo, wie und wann,
Warum mir o gefhah ¢ —

by felber fann oft Nadf und Tag

- Und toieber Tag und Nadt,

©po munberfanmen Tingen nadys

Dod) bab i) nichts erbacht. —

Drum, Lieb’ ift wob!, wie Wind to Meers
Sein Saufent ihr roobl bort,

Allein {br wiffet nicht, wober?

Wigt nidht, wodin er fibrt?






