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THE LASS OF FAIR WONE.

The parson's daughter once was good,
And gentle as the dove,

And young and fair,——and many came
To win the damsel’s love.

High o’er the hamlet, from the hill,
eyond the winding stream,
The windows of a stately house
In sheen of evening gleam.

There dwelt in riot, rout, and roar,
- A lord so frank and free;

That oft, with inward joy of heart,
The maid beheld his glee.

Whether e met the dawning day,
In hunting trim so fine,

Or tapers, sparkling from his hall,
Beshone the midnight wine,

He sent the maid his picture, girt
With diamond, pearl, and gold ;
And silken-paper, sweet with musk,

This gentle message told,

¢ Let go thy sweethearts, one and all;
Shalt thou be basely woo’d,

That worthy art to gain the heart

- Of youths of noble blood?

The tale I would to thee betray,
In secret must be said:

At midnight hour ’ll seek tliy bower;
Fair lass, be not afraid.

And when the amorous nightingale
Sings sweetly to his mate, .

I’ll pipe my quail-call from the field ;
Be kind, nor make me wait,’

BN

he came,
tread;
mist,

with bread.

nighting ale
nate,

in the field,
him wait.
d were so soft,
1 heart;

loves, believe !

110w aeep a lovers art!

No hire, no soothing guise, he spar'd,
To banish virtuous shame ;

He call'd on holy God above,
As witness to his flame.

He clasp’d her to his breast, and swore
- To be for ever true;
“ 0 yield thee to my. wishful arms,
‘Tny choice thou shalt not rue.”

And while she strove, he drew her on,
And led her to the bower

. 8o still, so dim—aud round about

Sweet smelt the beans in flower.

There beat her heart, and heaved her
. breast,
And pleaded every sense;

_And there the glowing breath of lust

Did blast her innocence.

But when the fragrant beans bégan
‘Their sallow blooms to shed,

Her sparkling eyes their lustre lost,
Her cheek, itsroses fled:

And when she saw the pods increase,
The ruddier cherries slain,

She felt her silken robe grow tight,
Her waist new weight sustain.

And when the mowers went afield,
The yellow corn to ted,

She felt her burden stir within,
And shook with tender dread,

And when the winds of Autumn hist

" Along the stubble field; :

Then could the damsel’s dpitecous plight
No Jonger be concealed. -

Her sire, a harsh and angry man,
With furious voice reviled :

¢ Hence from my sight! I'll nome of thee,
X harbour not thy child.”

And fast, amid ber fluttering hair,
With clenched fist he gripes, - .
And seized a leathern thong, and lash’d
Her side with sounding stripes.
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