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HISTORY AND BIOGRAPHY.

ROFESSOR BLACKIE is, as every one knows, a vigorous
writer. He is indceed so vigorous and so demonstrative in his
vigour that at times he appears to bluster. No one, however, will
deny him the right to claim a wide and showy scholarship. A writer
who has a sufficient knowledge of ancient Greek to reduce the theology
of Homer to a clear system in nineteen propositions, who is familiar
with modern Greek, Italian, German, and who lectures on the classic
affinities of the Gaelic language maly claim, when he has anything to
say, the attention of studious e. Drofessor Blackie has plenty
to say. Recently it has struck him that certain papers of his, ori-
ginally published in the Transactions of learned societies and
philological reviews, laboured under the double disadvantage of being
“with difficulty consulted, and with facility ignored.” He has there-
fore withdrawn them from their obscurity, published them in one
volume, dedicated them to Mr. Gladstone, and hopes that their
present’ collected publication will not be attributed to any “undue
amount of sell-esteem.” The first essay upon_ those points of Greek
hilosophy and antiquity which, according to Professor Blackie, have
Peen “unduly subordinated.” * altogether neglected® or  umiisely
handled by men of ack ledged talent and P ion,” deals with
the theology of Homer. We should have been inclined to think
that in dedicating this essay with the others as one upon a
subject that had been “unwirely handled by men of acknowledged
talent and reputation” to Mr. Gladstone, the Proféssor had in-
tended to exhibit a piece of Scotch humour. This is, however,
not the case. Professor Blackie says that, “ As far as my memory
serves me, there is no important point in the Homeric theology, as
deduced by me, from which Mr. Gladstone will feel himself called
upon to dissent.” However, doubtless Professor Blackie feels that
there are persons who may prefer Professor Blackie to Mr. Gladstone,
and accor ingl{ he summarizes the Homeric theology in nineteen
propositions, which he maintains with a great many quotations from
the Iliad, the Odyseey, the writings of Niigelsbach, De Foe, Nitzsch,
and others, We have read through the propositions, and are of

3 “Hore Hellenice: Essays and Discussions on some important points of
Greek Philology and Antiquity.” By L. 8. Blackie, Professor of Greek in the
University of Bdinburgh,  Losdon : Macmilian & Go.
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sold is an additional recommendation for a very wide adoption in all’
schools.

We can do little more than acknowledge the receipt of two™®
pamphlets from Mr. Bonlt upon carly English history. They are
remarkable for philological coujectute, which is more creditable to the
writer's ingenuity than to his erudition. .
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“Glimpses of Pre-Roman Civilization in Eogland.” By Joseph Boul
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