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T tho midst of tho rumours of wars it is|
agrecablo to have some excuse for looking
upon the Continent with non-political eyes|
for & moment. The proposal to erect a
‘memorial of the German poet Biirger in his
naive vilkge oght 1o fod msy ey
pathisors and even some subsaribers in

Great Britin. Plrhyl thero aro not many
of s who can profess to bave read in tho
aiinl the tomeu Buld tht ‘made Gott.-
fried August Biirger the most popular
Gorman poet of the last third of tho bigh-
tecoth century. Tt in o be feared that even
the sumptuous tratslations mado of them by
that sweet_singer, the Honourable Mr

fue bus fol Lady Di Desaclerk, whors
Boswell vainly m.d in the et

of Dr Johuson, haa long been dispersed for
wasto paper. But the poet of “ Lenore "
as & elaim upon all English readors stronger

jus  hundred yoaroo. Bt But it was a very
important portion. No.doubt Soots éould,
never have settled down into & mero Advo-
irgor nover existed, we should

might have taken somewhat
ings av its rive, bub:it would all the samo
bave found its n-hnl-cnn- hdhuu

Still that is no reason’!

inspiration
‘r-q. “ Roliques” wero ogain brought
effect

Spencer, und adorned with pictures by the !

for denying tof
the St man who tapned it |mm.,muu

ballad, and the beoken account of the stary,
of which only twe lines were recollected,”
inspired Scott 'with a desire to seo th
original. The itwo lines, of course, were

Biirger's works ware nob very casy to got in
Edinbusgh, but Scott finally obtained them,
and_ thoy had scarcely been in his possossion
for a day beforo b was fired with tho fover
of translation. T well recollect,” says
Scott, “that T began my task after supper
and fnished it about daybreaf the nexs
‘moening, by whish timo the idess which th
task Dad & tendency to summon up wers
rathor of an uncomfortable charaster.”
Sir Alexander Wood, who was one
of tho fimt to hear the mow trams.

..,.wm “ina very slow aud solemn tone,
continued to look.at the fire:
.nm and musing for some minutes, until
be at length broke out with ‘I wish to
Heaven Lcould get o skull and tmg oross-
bones.” " So the two lads weat. off o John
Bl the surgeon, who gave Seott a chalco

amongst his numerous specimens, Many
years after Wood's repnllection of ths incident
was revived by his finding the skull and
cross-bones prominent in Scott's dressing-
room at Abbotsford.

A little spark, as the pioverh tells us, ean
kindle  geeat fre. ‘s ballad must
certainly be givou the credit of haviog set
light to moro than one beacan destined to
lumino s . cosiderable tract of Koglish
poctical literatuze. We have sesn how it

spurred on Soott to use his pen; tho trans-
Intion of “Lenore” fimt allowed him to
taste the ‘‘dear delight” of ueeing|
encouraged  him,

semi - mystical  vin'

oxplainod how i was that tho ballad, which
waa published in 1775, took nearly twenty
years to mako ito wayto England. When it
did arrive, bowever, it came just ab the|
psychological moment, Postry in. England
i tlle o vy low 1 e tho deth
of Gray and Goldsmith.

1790 is noatly summed. up opllee dog-

vogue, with great
u.- Ago of Wordsworth. Bitrger him-
it sppeas, would not have besn
oudnydn hin English popalasiy, even it
e had

upon,






